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MARTIN ADLER PRIZE AWARDED TO THREE GAZA FREELANCERS 

Thursday 19 November 2009.  Today The Rory Peck Trust announced that the third annual Martin Adler Prize is being given jointly to three Gaza freelancers who have played a significant role in getting news stories out of their country. 

The Martin Adler Prize honours a freelancer who has told, or played a vital part in telling, a significant news story.  The Prize is intended to raise awareness of the value of the recipient’s work and help them progress their career.  The recipient can be a freelance cameraman or camerawoman, local journalist, producer, fixer or driver.  The Martin Adler Prize is in the gift of the Trustees of The Rory Peck Trust. 
This year, the Trustees have chosen to jointly honour Talal Abu Rahma, Ashraf Mashharawi and Raed Athamneh. It is given in recognition of the enormous role they have played bringing stories out of Gaza, especially during last winter’s Israel offensive when the international news media were denied entry into the country. 

It is intended that this Prize reflects upon all freelancers working in Gaza under difficult and dangerous circumstances. 

TALAL ABU RAHMA

Freelance reporter, producer & cameraman, Gaza 
Talal has been a freelance cameraman, field producer and reporter for many years, working regularly for CNN and France 2.  During this year’s Israeli offensive, after securing his own family, he dedicated himself to reporting the information and shooting pictures from the Gaza Strip. 











(cont./over)
“Talal is a priceless commodity: a producer who is not only well connected, honest and way ahead of the curve, but is a journalist first and foremost. In this seemingly endless war, you would think that a man who has lived through constant Israeli bombings, through the blockades and sanctions, has endured the Hamas militant campaigns, and Fatah retributions, would have some axe to grind somewhere, would be coerced to spin a story to suit his circumstance - he doesn't.” 
John Vause, CNN International Correspondent
RAED ATHAMNEH

Freelance fixer, driver & field producer, Gaza 
Raed Athemneh has worked alongside many freelancers and international news crews, including the BBC, ARD, Al Jazeera English, covering breaking news and investigative features in the Gaza Strip for the past seven years.  The stories he has helped to produce have been broadcast internationally and have made the front pages of the New York Times and International Herald Tribune.  
“Raed personifies the finest qualities of front line journalism; courage, fairness, humanity, and an unblinking commitment to getting the story out to the world. He works at the highest levels of journalism, despite been raised in poverty and without the benefit of a formal education.  He works without a by-line, flak jacket or insurance plan.  He is truly one of the unsung heroes.”  
George Azar, freelance Producer/Director 

ASHRAF MASHHARAWI 

Freelance cameraman, producer & director, Gaza

Ashraf worked for Channel 4 News inside Gaza as the Israeli Defence force first bombed and then invaded the strip in December 2008 and January 2009. 

“Ashraf co-ordinated and produced our coverage from inside providing the programme us with the most compelling and high quality material of the fears of ordinary Gazans, their suffering and the aftermath of the military action.  On the third day of working for us Ashraf took a call from his family that his house had been hit and his brother was badly injured. He took the conscious decision to film the sequence of events as he returned home.”  Ben de Pear, Foreign Editor, Channel 4 News

About Martin Adler

Martin Adler was an award-winning freelance journalist, photographer and filmmaker who was murdered in Somalia in 2006. Committed to covering the people, places and events that he felt nobody else cared about, Martin’s work shed light on some of the most dangerous and abusive situations in the world. He was a regular entrant to The Rory Peck Awards, winning in 2004 for his shocking account of the US army’s modus operandi in Iraq.  In memory of Martin’s great talents as a journalist, filmmaker and storyteller, the Trust inaugurated this special prize in 2007. 
About The Rory Peck Awards 

The Rory Peck Awards is an international competition.  It is unique - the only showcase in the world to celebrate the work of freelance cameramen and camerawomen in broadcast news and current affairs.  This annual event is the main fundraiser for The Rory Peck Trust. 

This year’s ceremony will take place at the London’s BFI, Southbank on Thursday 19 November. 

About The Rory Peck Trust 

The Rory Peck Trust supports freelance newsgatherers and their families worldwide in times of need and promotes their welfare and safety.  

The Trust provides financial support to freelancers and to the families of those who are killed, seriously injured or suffering persecution as a result of their work. Now an internationally recognized organization, the Trust provides a unique source of assistance, and is widely respected for the role it plays in promoting good practice and the right of freelance newsgatherers to do their work safely and in freedom. The Trust enjoys the active involvement and support of an international and influential committee of freelance newgatherers, journalists’ organisations and broadcasters including ABC News, Aljazeera, APTN, ARD, BBC, BSkyB, CBC, CBS, Channel 4 TV, CNN, ITN, NBC, Reuters, RTE, WDR, ZDF. The Trust is totally independent and relies on its income from sponsorship, grants and donations.
About Atex
Atex, headquartered in Reading, UK, is a leading provider of software solutions and services to the global media industry. With a 35-year history of continuous innovation and commitment to quality, Atex has created the largest digital advertising and editorial content management and multimedia software delivery capability in the world. The company has nearly $1 billion USD worth of software installed worldwide and supports in excess of 850 customers in more than 54 countries, directly and via its established managed services offering.  In addition to its significant R&D investment, Atex partners with world-leading complementary solutions providers to enhance integration and Web services development. Providing professional, long-term support through a global network of strategically located regional offices

Atex is a registered trademark of Atex Group Ltd. All other brands or products referenced herein are acknowledged to be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holders. 
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