[image: image1.png]



Press Release 
  2011 Rory Peck Awards
Sponsored by Sony Professional 

2011 Winners Announced

· Ahmed Bahaddou wins the Rory Peck Award for News for Rebels in Western Libya 
· Abdallah Omeish wins the Rory Peck Award for Features for Libya: Through the Fire 
· Jezza Neumann wins the Sony Professional Impact Award for Zimbabwe's Forgotten Children 
LONDON, 16 November 2011, 2100 hrs – Tonight the Rory Peck Trust honoured the skill, courage and enterprise of freelance news and current affairs cameramen and women at its annual Rory Peck Awards ceremony.  Held at London’s BFI Southbank, the event was hosted by the BBC's Mishal Husain and Channel 4's Alex Thomson. 
Belgian freelancer Ahmed Bahaddou was presented with the Rory Peck Award for News for his extraordinary frontline footage of rebels fighting Gaddafi forces in Western Libya.  In what has been a stand out year for news entries, the judges praised Bahaddou for his enterprise, determination and skill. They said his footage was “everything you could want and more. It is incredibly composed shooting. You can almost feel the bullets whistling past you."

American freelancer Abdallah Omeish, who was born in Libya, won the Rory Peck Award for Features, for his Benghazi film, Libya: Through the Fire - a portrait of the city, and one of its sons, Mohammed al-Nabbous - the first person to broadcast from within Libya and report on events in English and Arabic. Judges said the film was moving and powerful and felt the central character of Nabbous embodied the story of the Arab Spring.

Jezza Neumann was awarded the Sony Professional Impact Award for Zimbabwe's Forgotten Children, which the judges described as 'astonishing'. They were impressed by the continuity and emotional impact of his film about the harsh reality of life for three children in Robert Mugabe's Zimbabwe, and by the quality of camerawork, especially given the difficulties of operating inside Zimbabwe. 
“It's been an extraordinary year for the Rory Peck Awards - incredibly strong entries across all of the categories and three outstanding winners", said Tina Carr, Director of the Rory Peck Trust.  "I want to congratulate all of this year’s finalists on producing such exceptional work - the sheer range and quality on show tonight demonstrates how vibrant and talented the freelance community is right now. It is a privilege to celebrate their work.”
“We are delighted to be here this evening to join the Rory Peck Trust in congratulating not only this year’s winners but all the finalists for the fantastic work they have been doing over the last year”, said Olivier Bovis, Head of AV at Sony Professional. “This has been a dramatic year in terms of world events and this year’s finalists should all be immensely proud of the contribution they have made in bringing these events to the world’s attention. The footage that we have seen has been incredibly moving and reminds us all what can be achieved when you combine technology, talent and a tireless commitment to exposing the truth.”   
AHMED BAHADDOU (Belgian) - WINNER, 2011 Rory Peck Award for News - Rebels in Western Libya
Shot in Libya, April 2011. Commissioned and broadcast by Associated Press

Dramatic footage showing Libyan rebels defeating forces loyal to Gadhafi to retake the strategically important village of Al Majabira. From the surrounding hills we see a fierce gun battle before the rebels enter the village in triumph eight hours later. There, we see several soldiers loyal to Gaddafi who have been killed or captured. One appears to be a mercenary. Ahmed Bahaddou had been covering the story of Libyan refugees crossing into Tunisia when he decided to see for himself what was happening in the western mountain region. He meets a rebel commando leader who invites him to go on their mission to capture the village.

The judges praised "the extraordinary enterprise of this cameraman who essentially hitch-hiked his way with the rebels into the frontline." One said the footage was "everything you would want and more. It is incredibly composed shooting. The audio is particularly strong. You can almost feel the bullets whistling past you."

Ahmed Bahaddou was a staff cameraman for Reuters Television for 18 years. In that time he covered major news events around the world: in the Middle East (Iraq, Israel, West Bank, Lebanon); Asia (Indonesia, Banda Aceh); Africa (Rwanda, Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast). Since 2006 he has worked as a freelance cameraman editor for Associated Press in North Africa as well as CNN International, Al Jazeera English, CBS 60 Minutes in Afghanistan, BBC, ABC News, Channel 4 (in Iraq, the Middle east, the Gulf, Afghanistan and North Africa). Since April 2011 Ahmed has based himself in Tunisia in order to cover the Libyan crisis
The Rory Peck Award for News honours the work of freelance cameramen and women in the coverage of a news event where the focus is on the immediacy of the story. Rushes / un-voiced pieces are accepted in this category. Max. duration 10 mins. The 2011 finalists for this category are Vladimir Kostin for Belarus Elections, and Jason Parkinson for Egyptian Revolution. 
ABDALLAH OMEISH – WINNER, 2011 Rory Peck Award for Features - Libya: Through the Fire 
Shot in Libya, February-April, 20113rd Eye Filmworks for Aljazeera English
Libyan-born filmmaker Abdallah Omeish travelled to Benghazi in February 2011. The city had declared itself liberated but was still suffering from snipers and bombardments from Gaddafi's regime. Abdallah filmed chaotic scenes and terrible injuries in local hospitals, the outrage of local people under attack by the Gaddafi regime, and the fear on the faces of captured mercenaries.  But the centre-piece of the film is the story of Mohammed Nabbous - the first person to broadcast from within Libya and report on events in English and Arabic. Abdallah follows Mohammed’s story from his first attempts to set up an independent satellite TV station to his eventual death when he is shot and killed while out filming.

The judges described the film as moving and powerful and felt the central character of Nabbous embodied the story of the Arab Spring. One said: "His story carried you through events which were on a very wide scale.  Through his story you could empathise with them on a very human level".

Abdallah Omeish is an award winning documentary filmmaker who received critical acclaim for his first film Occupation 101.  He began his career as a cameraman for Russell Simmons’s One World Show, working behind the scenes with some of Hip Hop's most influential rappers such as Snoop Dogg and Dr. Dre.  Later he worked with a relief agency which took him to Kosovo, Chechnya, and Ethiopia. He also filmed a documentary for MSNBC about the first pilgrimage to Mecca after 9-11. He is currently in post production for his latest documentary "The War Around Us" about the Gaza War and is developing his first feature film narrative about the battles in Misurata, Libya.


The Rory Peck Award for Features honours the work of freelance cameramen and women in news and current affairs features: in-depth pieces which look beyond the immediacy of a news story. Max. duration 60 mins.  The 2011 finalists for this category are Jihan Hafiz and Reed Lindsay for Benghazi Rising, and Elizabeth Jones for Egypt: Seeds of Change.
JEZZA NEUMANN - WINNER, 2011 Sony Professional Impact Award - Zimbabwe’s Forgotten Children 
Shot in Zimbabwe, 2009. Funded by BBC, DRG & True Vision Productions. Broadcast by SIC Noticias, Portugal

Jezza’s film shows the harsh reality of life for three children - Grace, Esther and Obert - struggling to survive in Robert Mugabe's Zimbabwe. We see Grace searching in rubbish dumps to find bones to sell; Esther who must care for her baby sister and her mother who is dying of AIDS; and Obert who pans for gold to make money to feed himself and his grandmother knowing he can never earn enough for the education he craves. Although the film was shot mainly undercover Jezza and his team were questioned by security forces twelve times during the shoot. Viewer response to the film led to enough funds being raised to secure the future of the three children and to a campaign for more widely available primary education in Zimbabwe.

The judges praised the quality of the camerawork given the difficulties of operating inside Zimbabwe. One said: "The continuity and emotional impact of the narrative in this film is astonishing." 
Born in Melbourne and schooled in the UK, Jezza Neumann went to a college of Higher Education to study Business studies. He started in the television industry as a runner.  With a passion for stills photography it was a natural transition for him to progress into camera work, and after honing his skills filming various pilots for development pitches he finally got his break. His first broadcast filming was on Eyes of a Child for BBC. Since then he has filmed on numerous award-winning domestic and overseas productions. In 2008 was nominated for a BAFTA for his camerawork on China’s Stolen Children and received a Rory Peck nomination for his camerawork on Undercover in Tibet.
The Sony Professional Impact Award honours the work of freelance cameramen and women in news or current affairs that examines humanitarian or social issues. Judges will be looking for entries that have had a tangible impact in one or more of the following areas: audience, press, policy or public awareness. Maximum dur: 60 mins.  The 2011 finalists in this category are Matt Haan for China’s Lost Sons, and Sara Nason for I Will Never Be Cut. 
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About the Rory Peck Awards 

The Rory Peck Awards, sponsored by Sony Professional, is a highly respected international competition that honours excellence in freelance news and current affairs camerawork.  Established in 1995, it is the only awards dedicated to the work of professional freelance cameramen and camerawomen and demonstrates why they are so important to the newsgathering and broadcast industries. There are three competitive categories: the Rory Peck Award for News; the Rory Peck Award for Features and the Sony Professional Impact Award.  The Martin Adler Prize is a non-competitive prize which recognises the dedication and bravery of local freelancers. The Rory Peck Awards ceremony is the main fundraiser for the Rory Peck Trust. 

About The Rory Peck Trust 
The Rory Peck Trust is the only organisation in the world dedicated to the safety and welfare of freelance newsgatherers and their families around the world. A small organisation with a big reach, the Trust works in over 60 countries providing financial assistance to freelancers who have been injured, imprisoned or threatened during the course of their work, and supporting the families of those who have been killed. The Trust also provides safety training bursaries for freelancers working in hostile environments and is a source of information and advice on issues including insurance, risk assessment, safety and trauma counselling. A non-profit, non-partisan organisation, the Trust relies entirely on charitable donations and sponsorship to carry out its work.  
For further information about the Rory Peck Awards and the work of the Rory Peck Trust, please visit: www.rorypecktrust.org or contact: 

Molly Clarke, Head of Communications, the Rory Peck Trust Tel: +44 (0)20 3219 7861

Email: molly@rorypecktrust.org  www.rorypecktrust.org 

About Sony Professional 
Sony Professional, a division of Sony Europe, is the leading supplier of AV/IT solutions to businesses across a wide variety of sectors including, Media and Broadcast, Video Security and Retail, Transport & Large Venue markets. It delivers products, systems and applications to enable the creation, manipulation and distribution of digital audio-visual content that add value to businesses and their customers. With over 25 years’ experience in delivering innovative market-leading products, Sony Professional is ideally placed to deliver exceptional quality and value to its customers. Sony's Professional Services division, its systems integration arm, offers its customers access to the expertise and local knowledge of skilled professionals across Europe. Collaborating with a network of established technology partners, Sony delivers end to end solutions that address the customer's needs, integrating software and systems to achieve each organisations' individual business goals. For more information please visit www.sonybiz.net. 

For further information about Sony Professional please contact: 
Loic Malroux, PR Activation Manager, Sony Professional 
Mob: +44 (0) 7557 855968
Email: loic.malroux@eu.sony.com
www.pro.sony.eu
www.pro.sony.eu 
